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No. 7(10)/2016-TO Islamabad, the 29th September, 2016

ORDER IN ORIGINAL NO. 44/2016

(Passed by Azhar Iqbal, Regulator of Trade Organizations)

Abdul Wahid and others, members PPMA
Versus

Election Commission, Pakistan Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Association

PRESENT IN THE HEARING.

1. Mr. Abdul Wahid ...Appellants/
2. Mr. Muhammad Rizwan Baig Complainant

3. Mr. Hamayun Kabir

...Respondents

DATE OF HEARING: 29-09-2016

PLACE OF HEARING: OFFICE OF THE REGULATOR OF TRADE ORGANIZATIONS,
DIRECTORATE GENERAL OF TRADE ORGANIZATIONS, STATE LIFE
BUILDING NO. 7,280 FLOOR, JINNAH AVENUE, ISLAMABAD.

DATE OF ISSUANCE OF ORDER: 29-09-2016



In exercise of the Powers conferred under Section 14(3)(e) of Trade
Organizations Act, 2013, the undersigned intends to dispose of the complaint
lodged by Mr. Abdul Wahid and other members of Pakistan Pharmaceutical
Association (PPMA) against the Election Commission appointed by the
Executive Committee of the Association to conduct the election, complaining
about the alleged irregularity in the election process. It was reported that no vote
was polled at the Islamabad polling station of the Association during the election
held on 24% September, 2016. This fact was confirmed by a member of the
Commission who was appointed to supervise the election. While informing
about the boycott of the election process as a protest against the printing of two
types of ballet papers, the Association was blamed for manipulation of the
election results. As informed by the complainant, a total of nine candidates were
contesting for the executive Committee; whereas the number of candidates on
one ballet was eight while the other ballet paper showed nine candidates, which
was termed irregularities and demanded the re-polling in the North Zone of the

Association.

2. The Parties concerned were called for hearing on 29t September,
2016, which was attended by the complaints. The Secretary General of the
Association in its written reply to the complaint informed that election of the
members for the Central Executive Committee (North) for the Year 2016-18 was
held on 24th September, 2016, at the Association North Office, Lahore, which was
supervised by Mr. Muhammad Shoaib Butt, Member Election Commission. He
also complained about the alleged negative role and harassment by some
members of the Association, who forcefully stopped the election process;
however, he mentioned nothing about the printing of two ballet papers and t

boycott of the members in its wake.




5 After hearing the complainant at length, perusing the relevant
provision of Trade Organization Act, 2013, and rules made there under this
forum came to the conclusion that the printing of two ballet papers was a serious
mistake and since the Election Commission was responsible for the entire
arrangement therefore it was the duty of the Commission to rectify the omission
on the spot. The issuance of two ballet papers is an omission and can be
considered as an attempt to manipulate the election, thus rendering the entire
process controversial. Holding election in a free, fair and impartial manner is the
responsibility of the Election Commission under Rule 17 of Trade Organizations
Rules, 2013. In the instant case, the Commission failed to detect the printing
mistake in time thus providing opportunity for the members of the Association
to question the intention of the Commission. The same ballet paper was used for

voting at the Lahore polling station as well.
4. In view of the foregoing, the following are held in the case:

i.  The issuance of two billet papers was an omission and can be
regarded as an attempt to manipulate the election. Therefore, the
election held on 24t September, 2016, for the North Zone are
hereby declared null and void. The Election Commission is directed
to make necessary arrangement for the re-polling for the election of
members of Executive Committee from the North Zone of Pakistan
Pharmaceutical Association at Lahore and Islamabad offices within
7 days of the order.

to be reconvened after the completion of the process for th¢ election
of members of Executive Committee from the North Zone of the

Association. E ;
Iqbal)

Regulator (Trade Orgamzatlo

ii. The AGM scheduled for 30t September, 2016 is hereby I:ztponed

Announced on: 29.09.2016



